
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are an inclusive Christian community celebrating God’s presence      
as we work to enrich lives and transform our world. 

Ministers: The Congregation 
Lead Minister: (on sabbatical)  Rev. Cheryl-Lynn MacPherson 
Supply Minister: Rev. Warren McDougall 
Congregational Care 
 Minister:  Karen Shea 
Director of Music Ministries:    Taylor Sullivan 
Church Administrator: Heather Miller 

 

Sunday, November 22, 2020, 9:00 a.m. 

Twenty-fifth after Pentecost / Reign of Christ 
bold face type: congregational response  

VU: Voices United, MV: More Voices,  

As we gather today, we acknowledge the history, spirituality, culture, 
and stewardship of the land of the Indigenous people of this region, 
most recently the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation who are 
Anishinaabe Ojibwe people. We seek to live in respect, peace, and right 
relations with them as we live, work, and worship upon their 
traditional territory. We are also mindful of broken covenants and the 
need to strive to make right with all our relations. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Musical Meditation:  
Eternal Ruler of the Ceaseless Round (from VU#571) 
  - Gibbons  

Music: Rejoice, the Lord Is King (VU#213, vv. 1&3) 

Gathering Words:  
Let us rest into the silence of this Sabbath  
as we let go of our concerns and cares for a time. 
The Spirit of Life reveals herself to us  
in relaxed bodies and gentle breaths. 
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Let us feel the complete love of the Creator God  
in the quiet sanctuary of our hearts. 
Let us breathe deeply of Christ’s holy presence. 
(pause) 
Let us pray. 
(adapted from Jani Francis, Gathering, Pentecost 2, 2020) 

Opening Prayer 
Holy One, we come this morning full of ourselves:  
our concerns, our plans, our opinions, our schedules. 
In this moment, help us to empty our minds  
of the relentless “I”,  
and make space for you. 
Enable us to set aside our priorities, assumptions  
and schemes. 
Open our hearts to recognize your love in action in our lives. 
Reassure us of your divine vision 
and let us rest in your unending care. 
Amen. 
(adapted from Gill Le Fevre, Gathering, Pentecost 2, 2020A) 

Music: This Is the Day (MV#122) 

Bible Reading: John 9:1-17 
Jesus is accused of breaking the Sabbath. 

Reflection: Sabbath: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly 
 - Rev. Warren McDougall 

Music: I Danced in the Morning (VU#352)  

Minute for Mission 

Offering 

Offering Prayer: 
Generous God, we offer our gifts. 
May they be a blessing for everyone they touch. 
May they sustain and strengthen the varied ministries  
in which we are involved,  
both here in our community,  
and around the world. 
Amen. 
(adapted from Fern Gibbard, Gathering, Pentecost 2, 2020) 
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Prayers of the People 

The Prayer of Jesus 
(You are invited to pray in the language of your choice) 

Loving God in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Music: Jesus Shall Reign (VU#330, vv. 1,3&4) 

Sending Forth 
Go out, go out from this time  
and enjoy one of God’s greatest gifts,  
the gift of the Sabbath. 
We go and embrace this day of rest,  
knowing that God is with us. 
Go in peace. 
(adapted from Walter Reid, Gathering, Pentecost 2, 2020) 
 

Closing Music: Immortal, Invisible  - arr. Burkhardt 

We leave this time of worship knowing that we are not alone. While we 
cannot be together in body, we can continue to be together in spirit. 
Reach out. Call a friend. Call a neighbour. Share Kindness, Justice and 
Hope wherever you can. 

 
  



Lyrics 

Rejoice, the Lord Is King (VU#213, vv. 1&3) 
Rejoice the Lord is King! Your risen Lord adore! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing and triumph evermore. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice: 
Rejoice; again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, Christ rules o’er earth and heaven; 
the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice: 
Rejoice; again I say, rejoice! 
 

This Is the Day (MV#122) 
This is the day that God has made: 
We will rejoice and be glad! 
This is the day that God has made: 
We will rejoice and be glad. 

Singing hallelu, singing hallelu,  
singing hallelu! 
We will rejoice and be glad! 
Singing hallelu, singing hallelu,  
singing hallelu! 
We will rejoice and be glad. 
 

I Danced in the Morning (VU#352) 
I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 
and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 
and I came from heaven and I danced on the earth; 
at Bethlehem I had my birth. 

Dance, then, wherever you may be; 
I am the Lord of the dance, said he, 
and I’ll lead you all, 
wherever you may be, 
and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

 

 
 
I danced for the scribe and the pharisee, 
but they would not dance and they would not follow me; 
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John; 
they came with me and the dance went on. R 

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 
the holy people said it was a shame; 
they whipped and they stripped and they hung me high, 
and left me there on a cross to die. R 

I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black; 
it’s hard to dance with the devil on your back; 
they buried my body and they thought I’d gone, 
but I am the dance and I still go on. R 

They cut me down and I leap up high; 
I am the life that will never, never die; 
I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me; 
I am the Lord of the dance, said he. R 

 

Jesus Shall Reign (VU#330, vv. 1,3&4) 
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
does its successive journeys run; 
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

Blessings abound where'er he reigns; 
and prisoners leap to lose their chains; 
the weary find eternal rest, 
and all who suffer want are blest. 

Let every creature rise and bring 
peculiar honours to our King, 
angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud Amen! 
 

Lyrics reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE,  
license #A712863 


